AFRICAN [ -
ECOLOGICAL 0.9 !QJ
FUTURES

Luc Hoffmann

wwﬁ Institute

THE AFRICAN
ECOLOGICAL FUTURES
PROGRAMME

WHAT IS THE AFRICA WE WANT,
AND HOW DO WE GET THERE?

WHAT IS THE AFRICAN
ECOLOGICAL FUTURES
PROGRAMME?

WHY DOES AFRICA NEED THIS INITIATIVE'S APPROACH?




The AEF programme aims

to understand the constraints
holding Africa back from

a sustainable developmental
trajectory and find ways

to minimise the tension
between development and
environmental goals. The AEF
will encourage policy makers,
investors, planners and
development finance
institutions to mainstream
futures thinking into planning
and investment decision-
making in key institutions.
The programme focuses on
Africa, but recognises that
global financial and trade links
have a bearing on Africa’s
development trajectory. The
programme will mainstream
futures thinking and planning
as an approach to ensure
resilient physical and ecological
infrastructure systems.

1. To understand existing and future trends in physical and ecological infrastructure
and their implications for Africa’s economic development through tools, methods,
data and scenarios mapping

2. To influence physical infrastructural investment decisions through ecological
futures thinking, evidence-based research, capacity development and partnerships

3. To establish broad trends in physical and ecological infrastructure needs of cities
and test, through pilots, new models of resilient and climate smart cities

4. To ensure ecological futures thinking, tools and methods are shared and main-
streamed within finance development institutions investing in Africa and national
planning agencies and to foster continued learning amongst key agencies and
institutions

FOUR FLAGSHIP PROJECTS

ONE

This flagship establishes trends in physical infrastructure development and financing
and related impacts on key ecological infrastructure through: data collection, long term
patterns and drivers of ecological futures through mapping, scenario planning and other
tools. It will also identify global best practices which could inform African development.

TWO

This flagship will be driven by evidence-based information and communications to
promote the practice of African ecological futures thinking. Through knowledge sharing
platforms like online repositories, media campaigns, and stakeholder engagement actions,
lessons from testing and global best practices can be shared, opportunities for scaling up
explored and knowledge gaps identified.

THREE

This flagship is to aid cities resilience through: conducting a trends analysis of urban
futures; development of urban futures scenarios for key African cities; capacitating cities
to deal with ecological and physical infrastructure trade-offs; capacitating cities with
tools for resilient ecological thinking for planning; developing and understanding of the
climate change vulnerability that African cities face in the present and future.

FOUR

This flagship mainstreams and embeds the AEF approach and tools into national
financial and economic planning institutions as well as lending practices of development
finance institutions like the African Development Bank. It will offer capacity development
in countries and regional institutions to be able to deliver on national commitments to the
Sustainable Development Goals, the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and biodiversity and
emissions targets.
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